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Ideas to promote the Summer Reading Challenge

1.  Website Activities

www.circus-stars.org.uk
In our research in 2009, teachers identified the website as a great way to get the children interested in the Summer Reading Challenge. 

“the real hook for the children was the website...” 

Literacy Subject Leader, Coventry

The website introduces the characters and the narrative of the Circus Stars Challenge.  It’s full of games and activities, plus messages from favourite children’s authors, all aimed at creating a buzz around reading.  Children visiting the site can get a real feel that they are part of a community of readers, with messages of support, and ideas for the best books to read from library staff and other children taking part.

They can also set up a personal profile with their own avatar, where they can record their favourite books, some book reviews, and the list of the six books they’ve read as part of the Challenge.
Circus Games – there are three games which need to be perfected in order to go to SHOWTIME! 
BOING!: Bounce your way to success on our high-flying trampoline training game.  
UP IN THE AIR!: You’ll need a sharp eye and a good sense of timing to conquer our juggling game
IN A SPIN! Keep all your plates spinning, in this game of skill and concentration.
Kennel Chat:  Find out what kids are saying about Circus Stars, and about the great books they’re enjoying this summer. (fully moderated)

Author Spotlight:  Special messages from favourite authors.  Starting with Malorie Blackman, Cressida Cowell, Charlie Higson and Michael Rosen,  with some very famous names to follow, one new author each week.  You can send in your comments and questions.

Ringmasters: Ask the Ringmasters (library staff and volunteers) about the best books to read!

Stories from the Web:  Find out more about the authors and books linked to the Circus Stars Challenge, and read reviews from children from all over the world. 
2.  The Circus theme
1. Create your own circus. Have a themed day or week to launch the SRC. Each class is given a circus skill to perfect and then the week can culminate in a circus show outside, with a circus ring and ring master. Classes can make masks, costumes, posters to advertise etc . Could be whole school or KS1 and KS2. Skills: juggling, clowning, acrobatics, tightrope, stilts etc.

2. Display in Library or school entrance : circus display with characters, books about circus (or from SRC booklist
) and the SRC stage. Will you see your name in stars? Have stars on the display that will contain the names of children who complete the challenge come autumn term. Or make a display of the work created – each class puts up 4 pieces of work from their year group.

3. KS2: DT- make your own juggling balls using 3 triangle of fabric and lentils, then sew them together. Can then learn how to juggle them.

4. KS1: DT – make clown masks and then put on a show.

5. Creative curriculum – in themed circus week link all lessons to the circus-

· DT as above

· PE circus skills

· History of the circus

· Literacy – posters to advertise the circus show

i. letters to the SRC characters

ii. acrostic poems on circus themed paper (use word circus or a particular circus character eg clowns, jugglers)

iii. story writing  

iv. setting descriptions

v. non-chronological reports

vi. design a clowns face and describe it

6. Literacy could be based around music, films or books about the circus:

· films – Dumbo, Cirque du Freak, The Greatest Show on Earth,  or show Cirque du Soleil (on You Tube).

· Books – Mr Majeika joins the circus, Spot goes to the circus (Eric Hill), Peter Spier’s Circus, Make Your Own Circus (Clare Beaton).

· Music – Carnival of the Animals

All the above activities could be done as part of a themed day/ week or in isolation.

3.  Who are the characters?

Introduce the characters and the story to the children.  Who do they like the best, and why? Who do they most identify with?
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ANAND
Age 8

CIRCUS SKILLS: 

Balancing acts, mime, plate-spinning

LIKES:

Cricket, slapstick comedy

TOP READS:

Funny stuff
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MEGAN
Age 11
CIRCUS SKILLS: 

Singing, rollerskate stunts, ukulele playing
LIKES:

Speed skating, hot chocolate
TOP READS:

Animal antics
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FRANK
Age 9
CIRCUS SKILLS: 

Stunts, wheelies, juggling
LIKES:

Basketball and stunt racers
TOP READS:

Facts and info
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CLEMMY
Age 7
CIRCUS SKILLS: 

Stilt-walking, hula-hoops, ribbon twirling
LIKES:

Spaghetti hoops
TOP READS:

Family and friendship stories
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TED
Age 11
CIRCUS SKILLS: 

Unicycling, tightrope, street dance
LIKES:

Rabbits, indie music
TOP READS:

Action adventure
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ELLA
Age 10
CIRCUS SKILLS: 

Trapeze, song and dance, acrobatics
LIKES:

Adele, cheerleading
TOP READS:

Fantasy worlds
4.  What is the Circus Stars Challenge?
The trailer for the Summer Reading Challenge is on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYwaq6p75ik&feature=player_embedded or you can download the video from www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/schools
Tell the children what will happen if they go into the library to join the Circus Stars Challenge in the holidays. Find out what extra activities the local library will be offering, as well – you may find this on the local authority website, or from the link below. See the A4 version of the school staffroom/ notice board poster, and the advocacy leaflet about how the Summer Reading Challenge for more information. Download these from: www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/schools.
Build up some excitement in class about the activities the children can expect to do in the library over the summer: the moving image card, the stage and collecting the scratch and sniff stickers to complete the Challenge.  Ask the children how many of them think they will be taking part.  Ask the local library service if there is a member of the library team who can visit the school and talk to the children about the Challenge (many library services do this). Find out if you can get information about which children took part after the summer, so you can celebrate their achievement.

Generate interest with a display on a prominent noticeboard/table top in the lead up to the summer.  Maybe the children who’ve taken part before could create it.  
Children who’ve done the Challenge before can also become Ambassadors, given the responsibility of talking to classes – or the whole school – about what the Summer Reading Challenge is and what you have to do to join.

5. Workshop Providers
For a list of workshop providers who have offer circus themed performances and workshops suitable for schools and libraries,  please see the list of workshop providers.

www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/libraries
Good luck – we hope you enjoy the Circus Stars experience!

� to download the lists go to www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/libraries/


and click on Booklists


� Activity ideas: Lucy Bakewell, Hill West Primary School, Sutton Coldfield 
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