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Post-summer classroom/library ideas to follow up on the Summer Reading Challenge


1.  Summer Time Reads
Working with pupils in small groups:

Pupils are asked to think about the books they have read during the summer and recommend books they enjoyed.  There are several ways to display their feedback on these books:

Using the Circus Stars wall display posters(.  These are A1 posters with different sections: Fantasy worlds, Action adventures, Facts and info, Family fun, Animal antics and The ones we dropped (books that they didn’t enjoy very much!).  Pupils are encouraged to write the book titles on post-it notes, and to place them on the wall display in the section that best fits.

Using downloadable Circus Stars bookmark reviews*.  These can be cut out, coloured and completed, then left in books for peer to peer recommendations.

Include yourself as a teacher – which books did you read in the summer, and which did you enjoy most? 
2.  Using the Circus Stars website www.circus-stars.org.uk

Find out who has visited the Circus Stars website and get them to show the website to groups who didn’t know about it.

Create profiles and try out the games.

Three of the Circus Stars characters have also been writing blogs, hints and tips and a story:

http://www.circus-stars.org.uk/blog.aspx?ella
http://www.circus-stars.org.uk/blog.aspx?frank
http://www.circus-stars.org.uk/blog.aspx?anand
Pupils could choose which character they would like to be, and write their own Circus Stars story, including some of the books they enjoyed reading over the summer
Watch the authors’ videos in Author Showtime.  Pupils can investigate books by the authors and decide which ones they’d like to read.  Can they find any of them in the library?
Stories from the Web

Also, go to Stories from the Web for more activities, more information about top children’s authors, and to find reviews of books from Stories from the Web members and children taking part in the Challenge: http://www.storiesfromtheweb.org/gsoe/gsoecircus.asp 
3.  Displays

Create a Circus Stars display in the library (see www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/libraries for ideas).    How many ways can your class think of to include books in the displays?
4.  Other
If possible, arrange a trip to the public library in the autumn term to maintain the connection, and to give the same opportunities to join the library to all pupils.
Bookmark this site www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk / set up RSS feed for new announcements, for example next year’s new theme.
( available to download from � HYPERLINK "http://www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/schools/04-what-you-can-do/" �www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/schools/04-what-you-can-do/�
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